
Use the following website to complete this worksheet: 
http://computer.howstuffworks.com/search-engine.htm 
 
Search Engines 
 
1. Internet search engines are special sites on the Web that are designed to help people ________________  
 
______ ______________________________________. 
 
2. All search engines perform three basic tasks: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. A top search engine today will index ____________________________________ of pages, and respond to  
 
___________________________________ of queries per day. 
 
4. When most people talk about Internet search engines, they really mean __________________________ 
search engines. 
 
5. To find information on the hundreds of millions of Web pages that exist, a search engine employs special  
 
software robots, called ______________, to build lists of the words found on Web sites. 
 
6. When a spider is building its lists, the process is called ___________________________. 
 
7.  The usual starting points are lists of heavily used ____________ and very ____________ pages. The spider 
 
will begin with a popular site, ______________ the words on its pages and _____________ every __________  
found within the site. In this way, the spidering system quickly begins to travel, spreading out across the most 
widely used portions of the Web. 
 
8. To keep delays to a minimum, Google has its own ______________________________ (DNS). 
 
9. What two things did the Google spider look at in an HTML page? 
 
 
 
 
 
10. Words occurring in the __________, _______________, ____________________ and other positions of 
relative importance were noted for special consideration during a subsequent user search. 
 
11. __________________________ allows the owner of a page to specify key words and concepts under which 
the page will be indexed. 
 



12. What does the robot exclusion protocol dictate? ___________________________________________  
 
________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
13. In addition to storing a word and an URL, an engine might store ___________________________________  
 
__________________________________________________and ____________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________. 
 
 
 
14. Regardless of the precise combination of additional pieces of information stored by a search engine, the data  
 
will be _________________ to save storage space. 
 
15. Explain what Googlewhacking is: _________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
17. Boolean operators are __________________ searches. 
 
16. What are two types of search engines that researchers are working on to improve searches?   


